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29  September  1959 
Buffalo.  Texas 


STRANGE  ASPECTS  OF  j 

TEXAS  BRANIFF  CRASH  ] 

On  the  front  page  of  the  November  iss:^ 
Usue  of  the  Bulletin,  romment  pertaining 
to  the  craMO  of  a Braniff  Airways  turbo-' 

further  information 


Eye-mtaesa  W.  S,  Webb  teetified  that' 
he  had  jiut  gone  to  bed  oo  the  ixjytrt  of 
September  59  when,  while  gazing  out" 
the  window,  he  **saw  a light  In  the  sky.  I 
1 thought  it  waa  lightning  at  first,  but  | 
it  didn't  disappear.  A few  seconds  later 
a ball  of  fire  that  looked  like  a star  ' 
sliot  through  the  iky.  Iben  1 heard  a 
itoiae  like  something  waa  falling  throogh  ‘ 
the  sky.  It  waa  a whooshing,  shrill  sound.  ^ 
I guess  the  fire  ball  was  two-thlrdi  of  * 
the  wsy  from  the  ground  when  it  ei- 
pJoded." 

A 39- year -old  retired  engineer,  /sekie 
J.  Cox,  testified;  '*1  was  going  home  to 
Buffalo  when  I noticed  a tow  lying  cloud  , 
in  the  sky  and  heard  the  noise  of  a plane 
which  sounded  louder  than  normal.  You  ' 
couid  feel  the  vibratloiw  on  the  ground.  | 

t 

t heard  the  plane  for  about  10  seconds  | 
y ami  then  saw  a bright  orange  light  in  the 
sky,  it  .<:pread  to  cover  the  entire  sky, 
as  if  pbospbomus  or  magnesium  were  • 
buraing."  Mr.  Cox  said  after  lie  had  i 
driven  about  a half  s mile  be  noticed 
another  Cash,  which  appeared  twice.  Al- 
ter the  second  flash  there  wss  s noise  ^ 
like  thunder. 

Billie  Guyton  of  Centerville  testified 
tost  he  noticed  a small  glow  spread  to  i 
cover  the  sky,  that  ha  saw  a falling  | 
object  come  tnta  the  glov,  first  floinf  ' 
forward  aod  then  straight  down.  After  . 
the  objset  fell,  be  heard  i tJMiiider>like  - 


ij  prop 

from  David  Wuliger,  APRD  member  in 
Houston.  Clippings  contaliiing  press  state- 
J menu  made  by  R,  B,  Carlcton,  vice- 
./.'presideot  in  charge  of  operations  for 
,^/Braiuff,  Included  the  following  informs- 
tioo;  Carleton,  wfao  had  been  leading  s 
crew  of  airline  technicians  investigating 
the  crash  scene,  said  an  engine  expJoaioD 
may  have  caused  the  crash.  He  also 
said  that  glass  whMlow  ports  in  a recov- 


ered portioo  Qg  the  113,000  pound  airplane 
sliowed  signa  of  tremendous  exterior  heat, 
but  that  ths  blast  which  disintegrated  the 
big  ship  did  not  come  from  within  the 
plane.  A veteran  Air  Force  pilot  testified 
Ivtcre  a three-man  Civil  Aeronautics 
&>anl  that  he  bad  seen  a msssive,  mush* 
rtwm-shaped  red  statioosry  glow  in  the 
area  on  the  night  of  the  crash.  The 
officer,  MaJ.  R.  O.  Braswell  oi  Ellington 
AFB,  Houston,  was  on  his  way  from 
Shrevepan,  t>a..  to  Lufkin  is  a C-47  when 
he  spotted  the  atomie-cloud-shsped  bum* 
mg  misa,  three  to  five  degrees  above 
him — an  enormous  thing,  be  said. 

The  Houston  Press  reported  mi  Decem- 
ber 10  that  280  Fort  Hood  sokUen  fanned 
out  through  the  woods  and  fields  near 
Buffalo  on  Decembtf  0 in  further  efforts 
to  turn  up  additional  pieces  of  the  air- 
liner. which  crashed  on  39  September 
1959.  CAB  investigator  John  Cymkl  de- 
nied reports  that  a deadly  air-to-air  Side- 
winder missile  bad  somehow  broken  tree 
nnd  homed  in  on  the  airliner,  causing  the 

On  October  21jt,  the  Houston  Press 
reported  details  of  the  hesring  which 
icok  place  In  the  BuiYalo,  Texas  gym- 
nasium. Several  of  the  statements  by 
witnesses  are  most  important.  CAB  in- 
gator  Joseph  Zamuda  said  that  at 
] 1 p.m..  just  9 minutes  before  the  crash, 
h--  riizbt  'c^nglneer  had  logged  the  fact 
juit  uicy  were  cmtsuig  at  15.UUQ  feet. 
uT  speed  279  fcnota,  ail  eogine  inscro* 
iTieots  oonttaL  - - — 


Jsnuery*  tM 


tMiise.  • 

It  appears  that  something  slsd-'was  In 
the  sky  that  night  near  Buffsdo— some- 
thing in  a cloud.  At  the  Mme  time,  la 
the  same  location,  an  airliner  cauried  34 
p*moie  to  their  deaths. 

Perhaps  this  is  why  280  military  per- 
sonnel searched  the  area  for  the  second 
time  weeks  after  the  »">*»**  inveatigaliea 
nnd  search  smre  completed. 


